
July 21:  Larry Liticky, President, Century College 

                     “State of the State of Century College” 

Chairperson:  Nick Maras 

Classification:  Virginia Biorn 

Greeters:  Conrad Solberg & Virginia Biorn 

Invocation:  Bill Rust 

Rotary Minute:  Foundation 

Writer:  Michelle Miron 

 

July 28: Craig Leiser, District 5960 Governor Update 

Chairperson:  Curt Akenson 

Classification:  Sofia  Silva, Youth Exchange 

Greeters:  Had Solberg & Sterling Black 

Invocation:  Kurt Norman 

Rotary Minute:  Vocational Service 

Writer:  Conrad Solberg 

 

August  4:   Carol Bufton, Minnesota Safety Council 

Chairperson:  Craig McNulty 

Classification:  Jay Cain 

Greeters:  Darrell Stone & Mark Burch 

Invocation:  Jan Holtz-Kraemer 

Rotary Minute:  International Service 

Writer:  Jim Metry 

 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS:         

August 11:  TBA 

August 18:  Pat McFarlane, Tom Gillespie,  

  State Demographer 

August 25:  Michelle Miron,  Peggy Hegseth, 

                                                  “Strengths Finder” 

September 1:  Mark Burch, Jill Schroeder 

 “Springtime in Montana with the Red Feather Project” 
At least 3 weeks in advance of your scheduled date, 

please contact Kevin Lucas with your program title  

speaker:  kevinL@birchlakeeyeclinic.com 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 

Mail or phone club news to the  

WBL ROTARY OFFICE: MARLYCE PAULSON 

 P.O. Box 10809    White Bear Lake, MN  55110 
        

Office:   651.738.3022  

e-mail:  wblrotary1@comcast.net 

Web Site:   whitebearrotary.org 

Bear Bulletin Deadline:  Friday, 5pm   

     COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
§ VOCATIONAL/STRIVE COMMITTEE MEETS 

THE 1ST THURSDAY  OF EACH MONTH, KEYS 

RESTAURANT  7:00 A.M. 

§ INTERNATIONAL SERVICE COMMITTEE, 

MEETS THE  1ST FRIDAY  OF EACH MONTH, 

KEYS RESTAURANT 7AM. 

§ PUBLIC IMAGE COMMITTEE MEETS THE 

2ND WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH, RUDYôS 

§ CLUB SERVICE COMMITTEE, MEETS THE 2ND 

TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH,  KEYS 

RESTAURANT 7AM.  

§ BOARD OF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS, MEETS 

THE 3RD TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH,  WBL 

CITY HALL 7AM. 

§ COMMUNITY SERVICE COMMITTEE, MEETS 

THE LAST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH, 12 

NOON, LOCATION TBA. 

§ FUND-RAISER COMMITTEE  MEETS 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE WEEKLY 

WEDNESDAY MEETING. (SEPðMAR) 

July 14,  2010 

      
Greeters:  Mark Sather & Gordy Beulke 
     
Invocation:    Nancy Hendrickson 
 
Writer:   Darrell Stone 
 
Classification:  Sterling Black 
 
Rotary Minute:  Club Service 
 
Program:  Bob Loetterle presents: 
       Randy W. Johnson, Adm Captain 
       “City of White Bear Lake...911” 
 
Song Leader:    Ken Baltzer 
 
 

When The Saints Go Marching In 

Oh, when the saints go marching in, 

Oh, when the saints go marching in, 

     Yes, I want to be in that number, 

             When the saints go marching in. 

And when the sun begins to shine, 

And when the sun begins to shine, 

     Yes, I want to be in that number, 

             When the sun begins to shine. 

Oh, when we meet at ROTARY, 

Oh, when we meet at ROTARY, 

     Yes, I want to be in that number, 

             When we meet at ROTARY. 

Rotary Club of White Bear Lake  
Chartered in December 1979  

 
 

Meetings  
Wednesday at 7:00 A.M.  

Rudyõs Redeye Grill 

2010-2011 Officers/Directors  
President        Curt Akenson  

President -Elect        Dale Grambush  

Past President        Bob Morse  

Treasurer        Andrea Raths  

Secretary        Gene Altstatt  

Exec. Secretary        Marlyce Paulson  

Sergeant at Arms    Scott Nelson  

Public Image            Steve Carlson                                                                                                                                                                 

Rotary Foundation  Nancy Hendrickson  

Community Service  Joe Goetz  

                                  Craig Drake  

Vocational Service   Ken Baltzer  

                                  Eric Hendrickson        

Club Service             Chad Swanson    

                                 Kurt Norman  

International        Greg Bartz  

Service                      Fred Treiber  

Youth Exchange      Had Solberg  

Bulletin Writers        Mark Sather  

                     Jim Metry  

        Conrad Solberg  

        Justin Bradshaw  

                                 Michelle Miron  

                                 Darrell Stone  

Program Coord.        Kevin Lucas  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

Changing of the Guard.  Continuing a 

31 year tradition of a peaceful transition 

of power, our new President, Curt Aken-

son, respectfully assumed his duly elected 

office from Past President Bob Morse  

but not before Bob committed one of the 

most forbidden public speaking mistakes 

of mixing politics and religion by telling 

his last official sick jokeésomething 

about the Pope and a politiciané.But 

alas, all went well and the club most prop-

erly thanked Bob for the past yearôs lead-

ership and a job well done and for not los-

ing the Presidentôs pin.  Seriously, Thanks 

Bob for an excellent and fun year and for 

moving the club forward.  President Curt 

has some big shoes to fill but this reporter 

thinks he is just the guy to do it. 

  

Holly Molly!  Tim Geck is 65!  Thatôs 

455 in dog years. But does he look it?  

You be the judge.  All this reporter knows 

is what is posted on the White Bear Coun-

try Inn marquee and that is always true. 



.PROGRAM ï   

Jeff Otto introduced his friend and todayôs speaker, Dan Gustafson, to describe his journey into 

the world of vineyards and wineries.  Dan began his career as a landscape architect and al-

though he has expanded his endeavors he still lays claim that profession.  In his mid 50s Dan 

decided he wanted to explore the life of wine making and soon found the cost of an established 

vineyard or winery was prohibitive.  While visiting the Sonoma Valley of California in 2002 he 

discovered a large parcel of undeveloped land which he considered well suited for a vineyard.  

He performed all the necessary research and planning and six months later he purchased it.  It 

took two years to receive the necessary federal, state and local permits for everything from fed-

eral licensing for fermenting and taxing to water appropriation and treatment.  In 2004 he 

planted his first root stock and began his first grape harvest in 2007.  At first he intended to sell 

the grapes to a winery but he took classes at UC Davis and learned the art of wine making and is 

now producing Zinfandel, Petite Sirah, Sauvignon Blanc and Riesling on his 20 acre vineyard 

and beautiful winery located in the Dry Creek Valley.  His is considered an estate winery and 

most of his distribution is done through restaurants, internet sales and visits to the winery where 

he gives tours and has free tasting.  He is now producing 4,000 cases of wine per year.   

Wine production was brought to the Sonoma Valley almost 300 years ago by Catholic monks 

and priests for sacramental purposes and the industry continued to grow until the prohibition era 

of the mid 1920s.  Italian immigrants later expanded the production the California has become 

one of the leading producers of wine in the world. Dan believes growing grapes is simply a 

form of farming and it requires knowledge of the 30 to 40 variables which affect the quality of 

grape growth and development including soil, elevation, precipitation, slope, temperature and 

root stock.  He explains the quality of wine is determined in the vineyard, not the winery.  Dan 

has learned that the way you make a small fortune in the wine business is to start with a large 

fortune and that the best wine grapes are grown in the best places of the world to vacation, so 

ñfollow the grapes.ò  Thanks for bringing this interesting program to us Jeff. 

Your reporter further sayeth not. 

Writer of the week:  Mark Sather      

 

                       The Rotary Club of White Bear Lake ðimproving lives through  

  hands -on projects in the White Bear area and around the globe  

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK:   

 

ñIf you pick up a starving dog and make him  

prosperous, he will not bite you. This is the 

principal difference between a dog and a man.ò 

 

   -   Mark Twain 

2010 -2011 ROTARY THEME  
 

BUILDING COMMUNITIES 
AND  

BRIDGING CONTINENTS  

Mark Burch presented his classification talk as Civil Engineer.  Mark received his engineering degree 

from Iowa State University and worked in private sector civil engineering building bridges 

before he became an assistant city engineer in Fridley, MN.  In 1988 Mark was hired as City 

Engineer/Director of Public Works for the City of White Bear Lake where he oversees the 

division of the city that provides for municipal water, sanitary sewer, surface water manage-

ment, street construction and maintenance, parks, public buildings, mechanical repair and en-

gineering.  As the city becomes nearly fully developed the concentration of public works ef-

forts are focused on street and utility reconstruction, major maintenance and building im-

provements.  All city projects have energy conservation and water quality protection as priori-

ties.  The wide variety of tasks and the challenge of working with diverse issues and opinions 

make his job enjoyable and he appreciates the many fine people he serves. 

 

Mark is a past president of the club and has been active on the Community Service committee 

since he joined in 1992.  He and his wife Anna live in Center City on Center Lake where they 

are raising their three teenage daughters and enjoy the company of Annaôs 97 year old father 

who has come to live with them.  Thanks for the up-date Mark and for all the work you do for 

the club and our city. 

 

BOARDWALK PROJECT  

Mark Burch  and Joe Goetz updated the 

club on the boardwalk project in Rotary 

Nature Preserve at Birch Lake. The 

concrete abutment has been poured and 

a small but talented crew is scheduled 

to place the first four sections as a sort 

of prototype this week.  If all goes as 

expected we will begin the remainder of 

the placement as soon a July 14 th .  This 

is promised to be a character building 

as well as a boardwalk building project.  

Wearing his Community Service Com-

mittee Chair hat, Joe also reported that 

the Community Service Committee has 

set its annual budget and in addition to 

the boardwalk project the community 

plans to begin replacement of some of 

the missing and worn flags that its 

members place in the downtown area 

and some parks on holidays.  


