Help Others Enjoy The Holidays!

Bill Foussard invited club members and their families and friends to join him
in two upcoming events which he organizes to help the elderly and less fortunate
enjoy the holiday season. The first is 'Ihanksgivin% Meals on Wheels. Bill an-
nounced that this Thanksgiving Day will be the 47" time that hundreds of volun-
teers will help provide Thanksgiving dinner to almost 20,000 individuals throughout
the Twin Cities. Volunteers have already begun organizing the mammoth undertak-
ing but most will volunteer on Thanksgiving Day through tasks ranging from pre-
paring and packing meals to delivering them. Preparation and packing begins at
Cretin-Derham High School at 2:00 a.m. and hundreds of individuals and families
arrive about 8:00 to begin deliveries.

For 14 years Bill has also organized Dinner With Santa at the White Bear Lake
Country Inn. Over 100 senior citizens are invited to the Inn for Christmas dinner,
gifts and song as well as one-on- one conversations with Santa. This year’s event
will begin at 4:30 on December 19" and lasts about two and a half hours.

MARK YOUR ROTARY CALENDAR

ROTARY CLOTHING DRIVE
Rotary Holiday Party FOR YOUTH OF
December 28th WHITE BEAR LAKE
Manitou Grill

Stay tuned for more details

Lake Education Foundation

“closet” —-
Winter Wear...boots of various

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK:

“I am a firm believer in the people. If giv- mittens and snow pants (new or
en the truth, they can be depended upon to gently used!)

meet any national crisis. The great point is
to bring them the real facts.”

- Abraham Lincoln morning meeting.

Bring clothing for the White Bear

sizes are in dire need...also coats,
hats, scarves, water proof gloves,

Bring clothing to the Wednesday

.PROGRAM: Steve Carlson introduced Four Star Air Force General Bruce Carlson
(Retired) to present a program on the Islamic conflict in the Mideast. After partici-
pating in the Air Force ROTC program at UMD, General Carlson entered the Air Force up-
on graduation in 1971. He served as a command pllot with more than 3900 flying hours in-
cluding ﬁghter aircraft and he commanded the 49" fighter wing, the nation’s first stealth
fighter wing. General Carlson also served in the offices of the Secretary of the Air Force,
Secretary of Defense and the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Later in his career he was responsible for
development, testing, acquisition and sustaining all Air Force weapons systems and many
other duties. He was the recipient of many distinguished awards and decorations.

In what he describes the grand divide; the Sunni - Shiite conflict, General Carlson focused
his remarks on the Mideast from 1946 to the present but explained the basis of the conflict
began in the 7" Century following the establishment of Christianity in the region. The Islam
(meaning submission to god) religion was founded by the profit Mohammed. He estab-
lished the first Islamic state, a theocracy in Medina, a city in current day Saudi Arabia locat-
ed north of Mecca. He later spread the faith through the Ottoman empire. He died in 632
and had no direct heir or successor. Followers of the religion divided into two branches; the
Sunni and the Shiites. The Sunni (90% of Muslims) believe the profit’s advisor, abu Bakr,
to be the first rightful successor or caliph of Mohammed and leader of the faith and state.
The Sunni believed succeeding caliphs to be leaders of the Muslim world and dominated
the region until the Ottoman empire was divided following WWI. The Shiites believe Ali,
Mohammed’s cousin and brother-in-law to be Mahdi, “the right guided one” and the only
true religious leader. After centuries without a visible leader the Shiites believed the ascen-
sion of the Ayatollah Khomeini to be the return of the Mahdi.

The two branches have been starkly divided since the 7™ century and continue to be so to-
day but share their anger for the west and Israel. The Shiites are concentrated in Iran, Iraq
and Lebanon; the Sunni in the remainder if the Mideast. The Shiites blame the west for the
suffering of the region through the post WWI division and the later establishment of the
state of Israel. General Carlson described the power of wealth through oil, disproportionate
division of that wealth as well as corrupt government as factors compounding the regional
and international strife. He went into detail of other factions including Al Qaeda, Al Sha-
bah, Hamas and Hezbollah and the radicalization of some Muslims but there is not enough
space in this bulletin to report on all of it so I hope you listened. It was a great presentation.
Thanks General and Steve.

Writer of the week: Mawk Sather
Rotary Club of White Bear—building friendships and
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UPCOMING MEETINGS:

November 23: Mike Brown, VP Marketing and
Communications, GREATER MSP, “Building a
Glob ally Competitive Region”

Chairperson: Jim Rathburn

Classification: Adam Hennings, Foreign Service
Officer to Buenos Aires, Argentina

Greeters: Sam Emerson & Mark Sather
Invocation: Bob Gehrke

Writer: Bob Timmons

November 30: Chief Julie Swanson, White Bear
Lake Police Department, “Local Law Enforcement
Issues—Community Policing”

Chairperson: Mark Sather

Classification: Chuck Sandstrom

Greeters: Ashley Filipp & Jill Schroeder
Invocation: Bill Rust

Writer: Dick Galena

December 7: ' YMCA

Chairperson: Ashley Filipp
Classification: Mark Sather

Greeter: Bill Foussard & Jin Shuimada
Invocation: Bryce Johnson

Writer: Darrell Stone

UPCOMING MEETINGS:
December 14: TBD
December 21: NO MEETING
December 28: NO MEETING

At least three weeks in advance of your scheduled date,
please contact Jeff Otto, jeff.otto@opmpallet.com.

Mail or phone club news to the
WBL RoTary OrricE: MARLYCE PAULSON
P.O. Box 10809 White Bear Lake, MN 55110

Office: 651.738.3022
e-mail: wblrotaryl@comcast.net
Web Site: whitebearrotary.org

Bear Bulletin Deadline: Friday, Spm

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
CLUB SERVICE COMMITTEE: Meets 2nd
Tuesday of each month, Eat @ Banning & 5th,
7 am.
BOARD MEETINGS: Meets 4th Tuesday of
each month, WBL City Hall, 7 a.m.
PUBLIC IMAGE COMMITTEE: Meets 2nd
Wednesday of each month after Rotary meeting
COMMUNITY SERVICE: Meets last
Wednesday of each month, 12 noon, Location
TBD
VOCATIONAL COMMITTEE: Meets 1st
Thursday of each month, Keys Restaurant,
7 am.
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE COMMIT-
TEE: Meets 2nd Thursday of each month,
Eat @ Banning & 5th, 7 a.m.
FUNDRAISER COMMITTEE: Meets imme-
diately following Wednesday meeting (seasonal)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rob Weber thanked the more than 30
volunteers who participated in the No-
vember 6™ Strive Scholarship 10 Mil-
er. About 230 runners entered the
race on a beautiful autumn Sunday
and the event went off without a hitch!

Jim Rathburn thanked everyone who
has already donated winter clothing
for the “Closet” operated by the White
Bear Lake Education Foundation for
the benefit of school children. He al-
ready has a trunk full but more is
needed, especially winter boots of all
sizes. Jim will continue to collect
items at meetings for the next few
weeks so check your own closets for
items you can spare.

John Hoffmaster, a member of a Group
Study Exchange (GSE) team soon to
be departing for Northern Australia
was introduced. John is an architect
and he thanked the club for its spon-
sorship. We will be hearing more
from him as his GSE experience con-
tinues.

Jim Rathburn announced volunteers are
needed December 3 at Sam’s Club for
Bell Ringing for the Salvation Army.

Greg Bartz reminded members of the
Vail Ski Trip at the end of January.
Contact Greg if you are interested.

November 16, 2016

Greeters: Chuck Edson &
Chuck Sandstrom

Invocation: Rich Ramsay
Writer: Rita Pechmann
Classification: Bill Rust

Program: Fred Treiber presents:
Cedes Don Bosco Interns

Song Leader: Ken Baltzer

If You’re Happy and You Know It
If you’re happy and you know it,
Clap your hands (clap, clap)
If you’re happy and you know it,
Clap your hands (clap, clap)
If you’re happy and you know it,
then your life will surely show it,
If you’re happy and you know it,
Clap your hands (clap, clap)

SecondVerse:

Stamp your feet (stamp, stamp)
Third Verse:

Shout Rotary (Ro-Ta-Ry)
Fourth Verse:

(Do all three)
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